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What now presented itself to Mr. Newman's thoughts,
instead of the old notion of a pure Church on one
side, and a corrupt Church on the other, sharply
opposed to one another, was the more reasonable
supposition of two great portions of the divided
Church, each with its realities of history and fact and
character, each with its special claims and excellences,
each with its special sins and corruptions, and neither
realising in practice and fact all it professed to be on
paper; each of which further, in the conflicts of past
days, had deeply, almost unpardonably, wronged the
other. The Church of England was in possession,
with its own call and its immense work to do, and
striving to do it. Whatever the Church of Rome was
abroad, it was here an intruder and a disturber. That
to his mind was the fact and the true position of
things; and this ought to govern the character and
course of controversy. The true line was not to
denounce and abuse wholesale, not to attack with any
argument, good or bad, not to deny or ignore what
was solid in the Roman ground, and good and elevated
in the Roman system, but admitting all thai fairly
ought to be admitted, to bring into prominence, not
for mere polemical denunciation, but for grave and
reasonable and judicial condemnation, all that was
extravagant and arrogant in Roman assumptions, and
all that was base, corrupt, and unchristian in the popular
religion, which, with all its claims to infallibility and
authority, Rome not only permitted but encouraged.
For us to condemn Rome wholesale, as was ordinarily